£(k Knoxville Journal 

Independently Owned And Operated 




(615)522-4141 


Charles H. Smith III W. F. Childress 

President and Publisher Editor and V ice President 



y *179 

New King Assassination 


By Paul Scott 



bearing. 

With no way to check out the accuracy of what Ray 


might say m advance of his public appearance, memDei 
Congress including Senator Eastland have shied away from 
giving the convicted killer a national forum. 

Rep. Louis Stokes. D.O., chairman of the Select Commit- 
tee on Assassinations, has now sent word to Ray that he can 
testify on his terms. Although Committee investigators have 
questioned Ray in his prison cell, they still don't have any 
idea of what he wii! say. 

The Committee's invitation to Ray was indicated in a 
memorandum which Representative Stokes is circulating to 
members of Congress. In detailing plans for a series of public 
hearings in the fall. Representative Stokes reported; 

“The schedule now comtempiates holding approximately 
20 days of hearings into each assassination. The first five 
days of the public hearings planned are on the assassination 
of Dr. King. These hearings will commence on the 14th of 
August. The hearings will be concerned with Dr. King’s ac- 
tivities in Memphis in 196S, his assassination and the involve- 
ment if any, of Mr. James Earl Ray in the assassination. An 
effort will be made to secure the testimony of Mr. Ray in 
public sessions at that time. Other hearings will involve the 
assassination of President John Kennedy.” 

OTHER INVOLVED IN SLAYING — By including the 
words “if any” in the sentence regarding the involvement of 
Ray in the assassination. Representative Stokes has raised 
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